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Dear Friend of Iconoclast,
Thank you for your prayers and concerns for our students 
in the post-Harvey aftermath. Many of our schools were 
affected, and some students are just now getting back to 
classes.

Because so many of our students live in apartments, 
there is a heightened vulnerability to their already fragile living arrangements. Our Sharpstown 
students came together the week after Harvey to collect and distribute food and clothing to many in 
the Gulfton area, and much of our donations has gone towards food and rent. Hundreds of our 
students have been displaced, and we need to create stability wherever we can. Your generosity with 
your financial resources has been a blessing in this regard.

Although the school year got off to a slow start, we are now up and running and incredibly proud of 
the way our students are responding and caring for one another. Be prepared for a lot of "Harvey" 
poetry this year!

In spite of this disaster, Iconoclast Artists has much to be grateful for during this back-to-school 
season, and we are excited to share this news update. We can't thank you enough for your continued 
support, so that we can continue to present stories of our students' successes throughout the year.

Matt Russell & Marlon Lizama
Co-founders, Iconoclast Artists

Donate Today!



DON'T MISS AN UPCOMING POETRY PERFORMANCE! 
November 2, 2017 
Iconoclast Sessions ft. Lupe & Jasmine Mendez
7pm | The Branch - 3911 Campbell Rd., Houston TX. 

Highlighting Dia de Los Muertos, this session will be our first bilingual performance in both Spanish 
and English with projected subtitles. Please RSVP for nursery by emailing Jessica Lara: 
jlara@stpaulshouston.org

ICONOCLAST'S FIRST 
GRADUATING CLASS

We are proud to salute our first graduating class
of Iconoclast Artists!

Some of our published poets who have graduated
in 2017 include Donald Val, Eric Charles, Leon
Escamilla, Jasson Quintanilla, Angela Galvez, 
Manuel Barajas, and Gregory Hines.

Although these seniors are leaving high school behind, many of them want to take 
their Iconoclast experiences to college: Donald Val plans to start an Iconoclast club at 
Howard University, Eric Charles would like to do the same at Tulane, and Leon 
Escamilla and Jasson Quintanilla plan to start a club at Blinn College. 
Congratulations, seniors!

FEATURED POET:
This month we feature Iconoclast
Partnering Artist, Lupe Mendez
Lupe is a Houston-based
Poet/Educator/Activist,
CantoMundo Fellow, Macondo
Fellow and co-founder of the
LibroTraficante Movement.

Below is the poem that Lupe created for Matt Russell to 
share with the community, as a post-Harvey prayer of hope:

A Thought of Harvey on the Way Out

Come out if you can, friend
that the sun has been born,
that the grey from the wind
has hidden itself,
that the shadow stays.
You are flame.



You are flame.
You are breath.
We are smiles backed
by body, by each hand -
 
Come out if you can, friend,
that we are lighthouses in storm,
arms that always hold
all the waters, a dam
made of four red chambers
and 15 trillion fingerprints
that fill in all the spaces.
 
For more about Lupe Mendez visit: http://iconoclastartists.org/partnering-artists/

IN THE NEWS
ABC 13 TV INTERVIEWS MARLEY LIZAMA AND STUDENT POET

Iconoclast co-founder Marley and one of his students, Leon Escamilla were interviewed by Erik 
Barajas on Houston's ABC 13. See them discuss the impact of the Iconoclast poetry program here.
 
TEXAS MONTHLY'S SHORT FILM, STARRING ICONOCLAST'S DONALD VAL

Texas Monthly recently posted a short film by John Carrithers, featuring a spell-binding performance 
by Donald Val of his poem "Fear of Star Gazing". The 3:24 film also includes cameo appearances by 
Iconoclast superstars Gregory Hines and Eric Charles.
 
HOUSTON CHRONICLE FEATURES MATTHEW RUSSELL

Our own Matthew Russell was the subject of a thought-provoking story in the Houston Chronicle, by 
Maggie Gordon and Jon Shapley. The multi-media article includes a video, where Matt discusses 
how human relationships can catalyze change, citing the Iconoclast Artists program as an important 
example.
 

ICONOCLAST NOW OFFERS SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL 
SUPPORT

This fall, Michele Russell and Holly Hudley have begun piloting a program at Middle 
College High School based on the MindUP curriculum, which focuses on understanding 
brain function and creating new neural pathways for coping emotionally. Holly and 
Michele are Social and Emotional Learning specialists with mental health training and 
extensive years in clinical and school settings.  Using mindfulness practices and 
exercises, they will work with teachers, students, and student leaders, both 
individually and within various specialized support groups. The goal is to create social 
and emotional awareness, enhance psychological well-being, and promote academic 
success.

ICONOCLAST SPONSORS MARLON LIZAMA'S ONE MAN 
SHOW 
Iconoclast is proud to sponsor the performance of co-founder 
and program director, Marlon Lizama, as he tells his 
unforgettable life story-- a young immigrant's journey and 
influences, from the third world to the ultimate melting pot, 
through music, poetry, dance, multimedia, and storytelling. It's 
an inspired story of struggle and the power of Revolution, 



Donate Today!

an inspired story of struggle and the power of Revolution, 
Love, and this thing they call Hip Hop.
Saturday, November 4, 2017.
Tickets on sale now at MATCH
(Midtown Arts & Theater Center Houston)

They Say Vol.2
by Matthew H. Russell
Paperback
Our Price: $19.99
Buy Now

Iconoclast Artists

By coming together to write, discuss 
ideas, and perform, we are building a 
different reality for our students and our 
city!

STAY CONNECTED

     


