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Dear Friend of 
Iconoclast,
The success of our ground-breaking program 
that is transforming the lives of students 
throughout Houston, this would never be 
possible without your generous support.  We are deeply grateful for all you do, 
whether volunteering, donating your time, sharing resources, showing up to our 
community event, or purchasing our books.  Thank you for making such a profound 
difference in our kids' lives!

We would love to say in touch with you throughout the year at: 
www.IconoclastArtists.org and by clicking the social media links below.  This is a great 
place to learn about upcoming events, the development of our program, our students 
and partnering artists. Our anthology of student writing, They Say and They Say Vol 2 
are both available on Amazon.  The proceeds from book sales and all tax-deductible 
donations made through our website go directly towards expanding the educational 
and scholarship opportunities for these young students.

Please enjoy this update about the success of our spectacular event at the MFAH, our 
plans for the coming year, and our featured poet of Iconoclasts Artists' first issue of our 
ENewsletter.

Thank you again for supporting our talented young artists,

--  Marley & Matt 

They Say Vol.2
by Matthew H. Russell
Paperback
Our Price: $19.99
Buy Now



Over 600 Attend 
Iconoclast's Book Release 
at the MFAH!
On May 11th, Iconoclast's student poets 
performed for an audience of over 600 at the 
Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, to celebrate the 
publication of their second anthology of poetry, 
They Say Vol 2.  The standing-room-only crowd 
enjoyed live performances by 11 of the published student poets, as DJ ILL-Set kept 
the music spinning.  The Houston Chronicle featured our writing program on 
theirfront page the day before our event and posted a live video on FaceBook.

If you were unable to make the event and would still like to support the students, 
you can make a donation online here or use the link above to purchase a book, or 
two!

FEATURED POET: AMERICA 
LUNA

Iconoclast Artists is proud to highlight a 
special poet in each newsletter, starting 
with America Luna from Northbrook, the 
first Middle School to adopt the 
Iconoclast writing curriculum.  She was 
the youngest poet to perform at the 
book release event, and she recited her 
intensely personal and emotional poem, 
Name, which moved every person in the 
audience.  Her poem can be found on page 71 of They Say Vol. 2.

Gregg Taylor, pastor and community architect with Houston:reVision, writes in his 
blog "In her poem, Name, America reveals some of the story her given name tells... 
Holding the tension between pain and potential, emptiness and expectation, 
America uses the hurtful past as motivation towards a hope-filled future."
 
Excerpt:
 
My name has a story to tell,

but the main character isn't here

My name has the definition of dreams

and opportunities within my family

It's a reminder of my parent's dreams and hard work

It's a remembrance of the person

I love and hate the most

 
To read America's complete poem, visit Taylor's blog at:  http://meditate-
this.org/blog/they-say  

Or purchase the second volume of THEY SAY by clicking here!

BE AN ICONOCLAST MENTOR

Iconoclast Artists is looking for adult volunteers 



Donate Today!

Iconoclast Artists is looking for adult volunteers
to mentor a poet. If you are interested in 
supporting or sponsoring a poet or would like 
more about becoming a mentor, please 
clickhere to email Marlon. 

THE YEAR AHEAD
Poets Become Teachers

This summer, several Iconoclast students will 
work with the BakerRipley organization 
(formerly Neighborhood Centers) as youth 
instructors, helping to guide the poetry 
workshops for senior citizens (is there a better 
way to describe this?)  The project is called 
Excavating Wisdom: Intergenerational 
Storytelling through Poetry, and is based on a 
curriculum developed by Lupe Mendez (Poet, Educator, Activist and Iconoclast board 
member). The program will culminate with a community Poetry Showcase.  Visit 
BakerRiley on Facebook for updates.

Iconoclast Artists

By coming together to write, discuss 
ideas, and perform, we are building a 
different reality for our students and our 
city!

STAY CONNECTED


